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Contact: Gretchen Kraas or Pam Huber 
DAYTON, Ohio-- The problematic question of church influence in the operation of 
Catholic institutions will be featured as the University of Dayton celebrates its Marianist 
heritage during the week of Jan. 19-27. The 1994 Marianist Award, honoring a Roman 
Catholic distinguished for achievement in scholarship and intellectual life, will be presented to 
Philip Gleason, a UD graduate and history professor at the University of Notre Dame. 
Gleason will speak on "The Problem of Catholic Identity: Reflections Personal and 
Historical" at 3:30p.m. Thursday, Jan. 27, in the Ballroom of Kennedy Union. Admission is 
free and open to the public. 
Gleason has researched religion and ethnicity in America and the history of Catholic 
higher education in the United States. "I graduated from Dayton in 1951, at which time 
Catholics didn't have any trouble at all knowing that they were Catholic institutions and how 
they were different. Nobody talked about Catholic identity. It was just taken for granted," 
Gleason said. 
In a recent papal document, the church issued a definition of Catholic institutions and 
a set of general norms for schools to follow. "The pope has sent down this document that is 
supposed to set forth the norms that are to be followed, and the norms are supposed to be set 
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in concrete form by the bishops," Gleason says. "Well, does that mean that the Catholic 
institutions are supposed to be under the bishops in any kind of direct way? The whole 
question of Catholic identity has become problematic." 
A prayer service honoring the founders of the Marianist order will be held at 4:30 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 24, in the Immaculate Conception Chapel on campus. A social will follow 
in Kennedy Union's Torch Lounge. 
Carol P. Quinn, director of the North American Center for Marianist Studies, will 
lecture on Ma.rianist family life at 8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 25, in Kennedy Union's Vv'est 
Ballroom. 
A display of newspapers and photographs on the history of the Marianists at the 
University of Dayton and in Dayton will be on display Jan. 16-30 in the Kennedy Union Art 
Gallery. Admission to all events is free. and open to the public. 
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NOTE TO EDITORS: For media interviews, call Philip Gleason at (219) 631-7266. 
